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the old meaning of the term in Russia. They are oppo-
nents of the current governmental policy and consider
Joseph Stalin a sort of a false Messiah, who is leading
Russia not to a constructive socialist order, but to
what they predict will prove a debacle on a colossal
scale. The journalist L. S. Sosnovsky, a close friend
of Lenin, and the diplomat Christian Rakovsky, an-
other veteran of the Bolshevist revolution, are the
outstanding figures in that group* They have the tra-
ditional poise and pride of the Russian revolutionary.
To both of these men Stalin, it is reliably asserted,
has repeatedly made peace overtures. They could have
their freedom and fairly important posts in the govern-
ment if they would only "confess their error" and
accept the "general line of the party," which means of
Stalin, as the only true "Leninist" course for Russia.
But this these men have steadfastly refused to do* Not
even the plight of their families has thus far been able
to sway them to accede the slightest recognition to the
Stalin policies. The wives of both of these men, women
of high culture and refinement, are eking out a scant
existence for themselves and their children by hard
and tedious labor> one in an office and the other in a
factory.
Many so-called political prisoners today, however,
are men who are remote from politics In the precise
meaning of the term. They are for the most part indi-
viduals who had violated the Soviet industrial code or
any of the interdictions against private enterprise and